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BANK OF INDIA EMPLOYEES UNION, ODISHA 
Correspondence Address : C/o. Bank of India, Ranihat, B.K. Road, Cuttack – 753 001. 

Regd. Office : 98, Kharbela Nagar, Bhubaneswar – 751 001. 

E-mail :boieuorissa @ yahoo.com  Web Page : www.boieuodisha.com 

    

 Circular No.11/2018          Date :31.12.2018 

To 

All Members of the Union  & 

All Unit Representatives. 

Dear Comrade, 
We are reproducing bellow AIBEA Circular for the All India Trade Union Strike on 8th & 9th 

January 2019. The decision for the strike has been taken in the National Trade Union Convention 
organized by the Central Trade Unions and Independent Associations and Federations. The circular explains 
all relevant reasons. We are enclosing posters for the strike.  

With New Year greetings.  

                                                                                                      Yours Comradely, 

         
          (P.K.Pattanaik) 
          General Secretary 

TEXT OF AIBEA CIRCULAR LETTER 

         AIBEA and BEFI to join the National General Strike  

on 8th and 9th January, 2019. 
 

 Units are aware that the National Trade Unions Convention organized by the Central Trade Unions 
had given the call for countrywide general strike on 8th and 9th January, 2019 to protest against the 
Central Government’s anti-people economic policies and anti-worker labour policies.  More than 10 crores 
workers are expected to participate in this general strike.  AIBEA was a participant in the Trade Union 
Convention.  The Central Committee of AIBEA which met at Chennai on 15th November, 2018 welcomed 
this strike call and endorsed the same by deciding to participate in the strike. 
 Since the issues involved in the strike are common to the entire working class and general trade 
union movement and the Declaration includes specific issues and demands of the bank employees, it was 
expected that all unions would participate in this general strike.  However, for one reason or the other, 
except AIBEA and BEFI, others have decided not to join the strike.  We discussed the matter with the 
leadership of BEFI and proposed that AIBEA and BEFI should jointly participate in the strike to which BEFI 
also agreed. 
 Accordingly, AIBEA and BEFI have served the Strike Notice jointly on the IBA.  All our unions 
including from RRBs and Co-operative Banks will participate in this Strike.  The strike Notice is furnished 
herein. 
 All our units should be in the forefront of organizing and implementing this important strike action 
very effectively and successfully. 
 With greetings, 
                                                                                                          Yours Comradely, 
 
 
      
                                                                                                           C.H. VENKATACHALAM 
                                                                                                           GENERAL  SECRETARY 
 

http://www.boieuodisha.com/


2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                       

FORM – 1 
NOTICE OF STRIKE 

NAME OF UNIONS :     

1. ALL INDIA BANK EMPLOYEES’ ASSOCIATION (AIBEA) 

2. BANK EMPLOYEES FEDERATION OF INDIA (BEFI) 
NAMES OF ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES 

1 Shri  Rajen Nagar, President, AIBEA 
2 Shri. C.H. Venkatachalam, General Secretary, AIBEA  
3 Shri C J Nandakumar, President, BEFI 
4 Shri. Pradip Biswas, General Secretary, BEFI 

Dated this day of 18th December, 2018    
The Chairperson, 
Indian Banks’ Association, 
World Trade Centre,   
Cuffe Parade, Mumbai. 
 

Sir,   

In accordance with the provisions contained in sub-section (1) of Section 22 of the I.D. Act – 1947, we 
hereby give you notice that the members of our two organisations viz. ALL INDIA BANK EMPLOYEES 
ASSOCIATION   AND  BANK EMPLOYEEES FEDERATION OF INDIA propose to go on strike on 8TH AND 9TH 
JANUARY, 2019 on the following demands: 
SUPPORTING: 

• The call given by National Trade Union Convention of Central Trade Unions and various 

independent sectorwise Trade Union Federations to observe General Strike on 8th and 9th January, 

2018 

OPPOSING: 
• Anti-people economic policies and anti-worker labour policies of the Central Government 

• Banking reform measures – attempts to reduce Government’s equity capital in public sector banks,  

reduction of Government’s capital in IDBI Bank to less than 51%,  attempts of privatisation of PSBs, 

attempts to amalgamate, merge and consolidate Banks,  concessions given to corporate defaulters 

in the name resolution of bad loans and burdening the common poor by all sorts of penalty and 

higher service charges to offset the loss to the Banks on account of loss due to bad loans. 

• Outsourcing and contracatualising permanent jobs in Banks. 

DEMANDING: 
• Strengthening of public sector banks 

• Adequate recruitments in Banks 
 

The details of the programme and the Statement of the case are furnished herein.  

 
   

ALL INDIA BANK EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
164, LINGHI CHETTY STREET, CHENNAI 60001 

PHONE: 2535 1522    Email: chv.aibea@gmail.com  98 400 899 20 

BANK EMPLOYEES FEDERATION OF INDIA 
53 RADHABAZAR LANE, (1ST FLOOR), KOLKATA – 700 001 

PHONE: 22254414    Email: pradipbefi@yahoo.co.in   94 331 442 71  
    

 

 
C.H. VENKATACHALAM 

GENERAL   SECRETARY 
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Encl :  Declaration of National Trade Union Convention 
Copy to : 
 

1. Chief Labour Commissioner (Central), New Delhi 
2. MDs/CEOs of All Banks 
3. Chief Executive, IBA, Mumbai 

 
 

EXTRACTS FROM DECLARATION OF TRADE UNION CONVENTION 

 

Public Sector Banks are under attack through various legislative and executive 
measures.   

The ultimate target of the Government is privatization and to extend undue favour 
to the same private corporate crooks, whose default of paying back the loan has put 
the banking sector in severe difficulties.   

Instead of addressing the problems of NPA and fixing the corporate defaulters, the 
Government is going ahead with its scheme of merger of banks, which in reality 
leads to closure of numerous branches, resulting in job-losses and narrowing of the 
outreach of the PSU Banks.   

NPAs have crossed Rs.13 lakh crores.  After Vijay Mallya, now Neerav Modi and 
Mehul Choksy have also dodged the Indian system and run away with the loot of 
Indian people’s money.  

The Government brought FRDI Bill which was opposed tooth and nail by the unions 
forcing Government to withdraw it. 

But now the Government has come out with Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 
which is aimed to facilitate the corporate defaulters to go away with major part of 
the debt default under the camouflage of so-called “resolution process of 
insolvency”.   

Banks will get back hardly 30% of their due loan amount.   

This is another big scam in the making which would further damage the crises 
ridden economy. 

More than 10 crores workers from various Industries are going on strike on various 
issues and demands including the above issues on banking sector.  

Let us join them and make the strike a success. 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS COMRADES 

YOU HAVE MADE THE 26th DEC.2018 STRIKE A STUPENDOUS SUCCESS 
 
Congratulations and red salute to all of you dear comrades. The All India Strike by 10 lacs bank employees 
and officers all over the country yesterday, 26th  December, 2018 has been a total success. The strike was 
called by United Forum of Bank Unions to protest against the Government’ s recent decision to merge Bank 
of Baroda, Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank into one single Bank thus, in effect, closing down two public sector 
Banks. 
 
The response to the strike was very enthusiastic. Reports are reaching us from all the States and various 
centres that the strike has been total and successful. The participation of employees in the demonstrations 
and rallies was very impressive and overwhelming. Young employees were expressively present in large 
number and were leading the rallies by giving slogans against merger of Banks.This shows that young 
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employees have understood the dangers and implications of bank mergers. Hence It was an 'Acchhe din' 
for our bank employees trade union movement. 
 
Because of the strike, normal banking services were largely hit. Clearing operations were affected because 
branches were closed and cheques could not be accepted and sent for clearance. Cash transactions were 
also affected because branches remained closed. Government treasury operations, import and export bill 
negotiations, money market operations, etc. were also affected. About 30 lacs of cheques worth about Rs. 
23,000 crores are reported to be held up without clearance due to the strike. 
Our intention is not to disrupt banking services. But, through the strike, we wanted to draw the attention of 
the people and Parliament which is in session to understand the implications of the unwanted merger of 
Banks. Despite our pleas, the Government was taking steps to proceed with the merger. Hence this strike 
was forced on us. 
 
Government wants to divert nation's attention from the increasing bad loans. We want Government to take 
tough action to recover bad loans. If loans are recovered, all Banks will be more profitable. Already all the 
21 Govt. Banks are in Operating Profit (Rs. 1,55,000 crores as on 31-3- 2018). Only because of provisions 
for bad loans (Rs. 2,30,000 crores), the Banks are in net loss of Rs. 85,000 crores. Govt. should review 
their policy. 
 
Already we have the experience of merger of 6 Banks with SBI in April, 2017. After that merger, SBI has 
closed down 6950  Branches according to the written reply given in Parliament on 21-12-2018 by Sri Shiv 
Pratap Shukla, Minister of State for Finance. 
 
In these 3 Banks, BOB, Dena Bank and Vljaya Bank, there are 9000 branches. It is certain that large 
number of branches will be closed after this proposed merger. India wants more branches. When ATMs are 
getting closed in large number, if branches are also closed, banking public will find it extremely difficult to 
doing their banking business. 
 
It is obvious that if Banks are merged, branches will be closed and employees would become surplus. On 
the one hand, this will drastically reduce fresh employment of young educated youth who are desperately 
in search of jobs and on the other hand, It would also sharply reduce the promotions and career of the 
young employee working in the Banks who have joined the Banks with the lot of hopes and aspirations to 
make a better career in the Banks. 
 
Looking from every angle, mergers are unwarranted. By this massive strike, bank employees have 
conveyed their strong note of caution to the Government. Some political parties have extended their 
support. We hope that this strike would help in enlarging political support. We thank all the bank 
employees for their support to the strike. We regret the inconvenience caused to the general public due to 
this strike. But   strike became unavoidable because, the Government did not respond to our strike notice 
to discuss the issue. 
 
We hope at least now the Government would see reason and review their decision. 
  
Once again we convey our salute to all our members. 
Yours Comradely, 
 
C.H. VENKATACHALAM 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
 
 

PRINTED MATTER WITH BOOK POST 
  From :        To 
 Bank of India Employees Union,Odisha 
 C/o. Bank of India, Ranihat Br, B.K. Road,  
 Cuttack.753001 


